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"MODES OF DEATH IN THE EXECUTION OF
ENGLISH CRIMINALS."

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR.&mdash;As I have witnessed executions by both Marwood

and Binn-3, would you allow me to say a few words with
reference to Dr. Richardson’s remarks on judicial hanging ?

1. The pulse continues to beat for quite as long a period
after death from injury of the medulla as he mentions as
occurring in death from simple apnoea ; it is of no particular
importance in tither case.

2. Binns used, in the case of Powell, executed at this
prison, nearly, if not quite, as long a drop as Marwood, I
do not ofler an opinion on the "legality" or otherwise of
the "long drop." I cannot myself see that the words
"hung by the neck until dead " necessarily imply death by
asphyxia or apnoea, though they undoubtedly seem to indi-
cate the lapse of a period somewhat longer than is occupied
in death by the long drop, which, as far as can be seen, is
almost, if not quite, instantaneous. The long fall (seven to
nine feet) produces injury or shock to the cord below the
medulla, with dislocation or fracture of the vertebrfe, rupture
of muscles and bloodvessels, and tight compression of the
trachea. How Dr. Richardson arrives at the conclusion that
this instantaneously fatal violence (presumably) can be more
painful than slow asphyxia to the extent that warrants the
use of the words "exquisite torture," or a death by "fire
compared to that by water," it is difficult to understand, and
I do not think the conclusion is true or warranted by obser-
vation. There is much less movement after death by the long
fall-in fact, there is seldom any; and if convulsions are
not accompanied by pain, their entire absence cannot be
considered to indicate its piesence.

3. I think the proposition that a post-mortem examination
should be had recourse to to prevent the criminal from being
buried alive, is most preposterous. This would be equivalent
to reviving the old custom of "drawing and quartering" 

&rsquo;&rsquo;

after an execution, and is not, I conceive, one of the duties
of a medical man. If any case can be adduced in which there
is any reasonable dou:t of life not having been extinct
before burial of late year?, a longer period might be allowed
to elapse between the execution and the interment. The
objection, however, must of necessity be a merely senti-
mental one, as you have already done your best to produce
death by apnaea (preferably according to Dr. Itichardson).
Unless chloroform, morphia, or some similar agent is used,

I can conceive no mode of destroying life more humane than
the long drop. The shock of electricity would, I think, be
quite as painful. An execution will always be a repulsive
sight, but cannot, I think, fairly be called, as far as physical
pain to the criminal is concerned, an inhuman one.

I remain. Sir, yours very trulv.
H. B. WYNTER, M.D.,

Medical Officer to H.M. Prison at Wandsworth.Dec. 8th, 1S83.

" THE LIVERPOOL CANAL MURDER."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;According to a paragraph on the Liverpool canal
murder case, I am reported to have sworn in my evidence
that the blood found on the stone was human. This I

positively deny, as I expressed no opinion whatever on that
point, nor was I asked to give one. I however stated that
the short hairs found on the stone appeared to me to be
human hairs (probably from the eyebrow), as they exactly
corresponded, both as regards naked-eye and microscopical
appearances, to hairs that I removed from the uninjured
eyebrow for the purpose of comparing them with those found
on the stone.-I am, Sir, yours obediently,
Liverpool, Dec. 12th, 1883. RHINALLT N. PUGHE.RHINALLT N. PUGHE.

STONEY MEMORIAL FUND.
To the Editor of TiiF, LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;At a largely attended and representative’meeting of
past and present students of the Carmichael College, held
on the 9th ult., it was decided to found a memorial to the
late Dr. Loftie Stoney, and a committee was appointed to
raise funds necessary for the purpose. It was also decided
to invite the co-operation of those gentlemen not present at

the meeting, who might be willing to further the movement
which it is intended shall result in the foundation of a
memorial prize. A large number of Dr. Stoney’s former
friends and colleagues having already identified themselves
with the movement, and formed the committee, I beg to
draw the attention of others to the matter, in the hope that
they will allow their names to appear as subscribers to the
fund.

Trusting that this will catch the eye of many in the public
services or the colonies who owe their early and favourable
impressions of medical study to the genial and kind-hearted
tutelage of Loftie Stoney,

I am. Sir. yours faithfully,
L. H. ORMSBY, M.D., F.R.C.S.,

Hon. Treasurer, Stoney Memorial Fund.
4, Merrion-square West, Dublin, Dec. 4th, 1883.

P. S.-Subscriptions varying from X5 to 5s. have been
received, and any sum sent to me, or the committee, will be
thankfully acknowledged.

BIRMINGHAM.
: (From our own Correspondent.)
t 

CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL. ’

J AT a meeting of the Committee of Election, held on the
10th inst., Dr. Drury, one of the extra acting physicians,

l was elected to the post of acting physician in the place of
, Dr. Jordan, who has served his twenty years of office.
; There were two vacancies for extra ac.ting physicians, which

were filled by the appointment of Dr. Richards and Dr.
Annie Clark. Among nine candidates of exceptional merit,
it is interesting to note the election of a lady doctor, who

; polled twenty-one votes to twenty obtained by a 1VLD. of
; London, who is also one of the physicians to the Queen’s
’ 

Hospital. The appointment of a lady to this po"t is an
I experiment which time will prove the value of, but acoord.
! ing to the experience of the same institution with regard to-
, house-surgeons, the plan cannot be said to have worked well
. for the interests of the hospital, or the comfort of the

residents of the opposite sex.
DENTAL HOSPITAL.

On the 12th inst. a grand amateur concert was given in aid of
the funds of this deserving hospital. The programme was
well selected, and sufficiently varied to gratify the tastes of
a large and discerning audience. The proceeds, we hope.
will meet the expectations of the promoters and leave a good
surplus for the hospital.

PUERPERAL PERITONITIS.
An inquestwas held by the Borough coroner on the 7thinst.,

on the bodv of a woman aged twenty-three, whose death
was certified as parturition and peritonitis. As this was the
fourth case attended by the same practitioner sincenov. 17th,
in which the deaths were ceitirei to have arisen from
the same causes, it was deemed advisable by the registrar
that an inquiry should be held. In the expert evidence
given, it was asserted that in the one case, where the illness
lasted from Nov. 15th to Dec. 2nd, the period was so long
as to throw a medical man off the scent that he was convey-
ing an infection. The precise meaning of this is difficult
to solve, but as it was evidently meant to exculpate the at-
tendant, it must not be accepted as a scientific explanation,
much less as one which would convey an accurate knowledge
of the various forms of puerperal septic infection, and the
processes they go through.

HEALTH OF THE TOWN.

Small-pox continues to play an important r6le among
prevalent diseases. During the week ending December
8th twenty fresh cases were admitted into the hospital.
Scarlet fever also is very widely spread. Owing to these
circumstances the Town Council have appointed a medical
officer to the Borough Hospital, at a salary of fl50 a year,
whose duty it will be to exercise supervision over these
infectious cases. The death-rate of the town compares
favourably with other large centres, but in making the
estimates it must not be forgotten that a large Dumber of
the poorer class have been driven from the borough by the
improvement scheme of late years, and gone to swell the
mortality of outside districts.


